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Since about 1890, when the Heaton works were started,
these reflectors have been a minor but by no means unim-
portant product.   For long they were the only item which
could be said to represent Parsons' concern with optics.
But after the death of his son, who was killed in the last
year of the war, a friend who saw his need of distraction,
suggested that there was much useful work to be done
in the manufacture of optical instruments and optical
glass.   This led Parsons to acquire a controlling interest
in the business of Ross Limited, of which firm he became
Chairman.    As his interest in optical matters grew he
went on to think about the construction of large lenses,
and because he had ideas as to possible methods of
making the necessary large disks of glass, he felt it would
be advisable to be in a position to control the manufacture
of the optical glass which he would require.   It happened
at the time that there was an opportunity of purchasing
the Derby Crown Glass Works, which were instituted
during the war and were producing optical glass of high
quality.    He bought them, and the firm has become
well known as the Parsons  Optical Glass  Company.
Experiments in making large disks at Derby were brought
to a successful issue as a result of Parsons' ingenuity in
devising new methods which are now in operation and
are considered by experts to be of particular value.   In
the meantime he arranged for a partnership with Sir
Howard Grubb & Co., the well-known makers of astro-
nomical instruments, and established at Heaton a work-
shop in which telescopes of any size could be built, a
site being selected close to the turbine works so that
their machinery might serve for any heavy operations.
This business was rapidly growing when he died.   Using
the glass made at his works in Derby, the firm had already
completed a 36-inch reflecting equatorial for the Royal
Observatory at Edinburgh, and was engaged on one of